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PREFACE. 


Iplave  been  folicited  to  reprint  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Cafe,  that  it  might  pafs  into 
many  hand's  where  the  work  in  which 
it  was  firft  inferted  may  never  come.  I 
yielded  to  this  folicitation  the  more  ea- 
fily  when  I  found  that  neither  the  So¬ 
ciety  to  which  it  was  prefented,  nor  the 
Bookfeller  whofe  property  it  is,  had  any 
objection  to  its  being  publifhed  in  this 
manner. 

The  reader  mufl  not  expedt  to  find 
in  it  a  cure  for  the  Canine  Madnefs. 
He  will  find,  perhaps,  nothing  more  of 
certainty  in  this  refpedt  than  that  all  the 
remedies  hitherto  propofed,  either  as  pre- 
ventatives,  or  cures,  are  found  by  expe¬ 
rience  to  be  altogether  ineffedtual. 


To 


11 
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To  rely  on  any  popular  means  of 
preventing  the  fatal  effeds  of  this  poi- 
fon,  whether  known  and  generally  di¬ 
vulged,  or  preferved  as  fecrets,  which, 
as  the  Tonquin  medicine,  are  found  to 
be  incompetent  and  ineffedua],  -  is  a 
dangerous  deception. 

Were  it  only  to  give  one  incontrover¬ 
tible  fad  in  evidence  againft  fuch  preten- 
fions,  and  of  courfe  to  ftimulate  the  fa¬ 
culty  to  make  a  farther  fearch  after  more 
effedual  relief  in  this  diflemper  it  would 
be  doing  fome  fervice  to  fociety. 

Dr.  Vaughan  of  Leicejler  has  lately 
pubbfhed  fome  cafes  of  the  Hydrophobia 
which  in  divers  refpeds  confirm  the  inti¬ 
mations  given  in  the  cure  referred  to.  And 
the  very  rational,  though  unfuccefsfuf 
efforts  he  made  to  affift  his  patients  un¬ 
der  this  calamity,  are  proofs  of  his  at¬ 
tention,  and  of  the  hitherto  untameable 
nature  of  this  lingular  poifon. 

Let 
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Let  not,  however,  thefe  difficulties  dis¬ 
courage  us  from  obferying  every  cafe 
that  occurs  with  attention,  and  faith¬ 
fully  noting  every  incident  that  arifes  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  perhaps,  the 
united  labours  of  the  faculty.  Providence 
permitting,  may,  at  length,  difcover  fome 
effectual  remedy. 

To  this  Cafe  are  fubjoined  fome  Re¬ 
marks  on  the  Canine  Madnefs  and  Hy¬ 
drophobia,  with  a  view  to  affift  thofe 
who  are  called  in  upon  thefe  occafions, 
to  perform  their  duty  with  fatisfadtion 
to  themfelves,  and  advantage  to  their 
patients. 
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THE 

CASE 

O  F  A 

H  Y  DROPHOBI  A* 

From  the  Medical  Obfervations  and 

Inquiries.* 

-  - 

1  Shall  Introduce  what  I  have  to  fay  up- 
on  this  cafe  by  an  account  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  before  I  faw  the  patient,  as  it  was 
drawn  up  by  W.  French,  his  apothecary • 

«  M.R.  CHARLES  BELLAMY  of 

“  Holborm  aged  forty  years,  on  the  14th 
of  February  1774?  was  bit  by  a  cat, 
which  was  killed  the  fame  morning. 

“  The  day  after,  viz .  February  15th, 
“  he  took  the  celebrated  Crmfkirk  me- 
«  dicine,  fold  by  Hill  and  Berry,  in 

B  “  Hill- 
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““Hill-Street,  Berkley-Square,  and  con. 
“  formed  to  the  directions  given  by  the 
“  vender  in  every  refpedt. 

“  A  fervant  maid,  who  was  bit  in  the 
“  leg  by  the  fame  cat,  juft  before  her 

“  mafter  was  bitten,  took  the  fame  re* 
“  medy. 

“  About  the  middle  of  April  he  com- 
“  plained  of  a  pain  in  his  right  knee, 
“  which  he  fuppofed  was  affeCted  with 
“  the  rheumatifm  ;  he  had  felt  the  like 
“  pain  at  times  during  the  laft  two  years, 
“  and  had  procured  himfelf  eafe  by 
“  pumping  cold  water  on  the  part.  On 
“  the  7th  of  June,  this  complaint  in. 
“  creating,  he  defired  me  to  attempt 
“  fomething  for  his  relief.  I  according- 
“  ly  fent  him  a  box  of  pills,  two  of 
“  which  were  to  be  taken  every  night, 
“  containing  about  one  grain  of  calo- 
“  niel,  of  camph.  ipecac,  and  pill. 
“  Sapon.  two  grains  each,  and  two  tea- 
“  fpoonfuls  of  Huxnam’s  Tindure  of  the 
e‘  bark  in  buck-bean  tea  twice  a-day. 

“  After  having  taken  thefe  medicines 
et  about  fix  days,  he  difcovered  an  unu-~ 
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fual  titiJation  in  the  urethra ,  a  con- 
“  traCtion  of  the  fcrotum  and  penis  to  a 
“  degree  of  pain,  and  an  emiffion  of  fe - 
“  men  after  making  water,  to  which  he 
44  had  frequent  calls. 

“  Alarmed  at  thefe  fymptoms,  which 
“  he  attributed  to  his  medicines,  he 
4t  was  defired  to  difcontinue  them,  and 
44  to  live  as  temperately  in  every  refpeCt 
44  as  poffible. 

4C  On  Thurfday  the  16th  of  June, 
44  he  fent  for  me  in  the  morning,  com- 
44  plained  much  of  having  had  a  reftlefs 
44  night,  and  told  me,  though  he  had 
t(  eat  fome  bread  and  butter  as  ufual  for 
iC  his  breakfaft,  yet  he  found  he  could 
44  not  fwallow  his  tea  without  difficulty; 

he  attempted  it  before  me,  and  threw 
44  a  little  into  his  mouth,  but  with  the 

utmoft  agitation. 

44  Recollecting  the  accident  of  the 
44  bite,  and  apprehending  the  mod:  fen- 
44  ous  confequences,  but  without  difco- 
44  vering  my  apprehenfions  to  the  pati— 
44  ent,  I  propofed  a  phyfician  might  be 
44  fent  for.  Dr.  Fothergili  was  menti- 

B  2  4S  oned 
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£{  cned  by  the  patient,  I  met  the  Doc- 
tor  in  a  few  minutes  after,  and  inform- 
“  ed  him  of  the  preceding  circumftan- 
ces,  and  attended  him  to  the  place. 
‘Theobald's  Road,  W.  FRENCH/3 
June  20,  1774, 


I  faw  the  patient  above-mentioned  the 
16th  in  the  morning:  he  was  fitting  in 
his  dining-room,  without  any  other  ap¬ 
pearance  of  indifpofition  than  a  little  pale- 
nefs ;  his  countenance  cheerful;  nothing 
that  difcovered  uneafincfs  or  anxiety. 
He  recited  very  diftindly  the  complaints 
which  he  called  rheumatic,  and  which 
had  induced  him  to  apply  for  help  ;  men¬ 
tioned  his  opinion,  that  his  diforder  had 
been  increafed  by  the  pills,  &c.  but  up¬ 
on  being  informed,  they  could  have  np 
fuch  effedts,  he  readily  gave  up  the  point. 
I  have  had,  fays  he,  a  very  reftlefs  night, 
rny  head  has  been  much  out  of  order,  I 
have  fweated  a  great  deal,  was  very  faint 
with  it,  and  have  had  little  or  no  deep,; 
1  was  extremely  thirfty  in  the  night,  and 
intended  to  have  regaled  myfelf  th\$ 


morning 
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morning  with  a  large  draught  of  balm^ 
tea,  which  {lands  there  ready-made;  but 
you  fhall  fee  the  difficulty  I  am  under, 
and  which  induces  me  to  afk  your  affifl> 
ance.  He  then  took  up  a  tea-cupful  of 
common  green-tea  with  milk  in  it,  as  he 
drank  it  commonly  for  breakfaft,  and 
brought  it  within  a  few  inches  of  his 
lips  with  great  compofure;  he  then  threw 
the  liquor  into  his  mouth,  and  fwallowr 
ed  it  with  uncommon  hade  and  perturba¬ 
tion.  You  fee,  fays  he,  I  can  force  it 
down ;  fhall  I  do  this  very  frequently, 
or  will  you  allow  me  to  omit  it  a  while  ? 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  place  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  our  patient  was  a  perfon  of  a 
good  underftanding,  adtive,  diligent,  and 
fenfible,  much  efteemed  for  his  probity; 
and  during  bis  illnefs,  he  gave  proofs  of 
a  capacity  and  refolution  fqperior  to  moll 
men  in  the  middle  {fations  of  life. 

9 

I  defired  him  to  forbear  the  attempt, 
while  it  continued  to  affedl  him  with  ex¬ 
treme  uneafinefs,  but  to  endeavour  to  get 
down  bread  moiflened  with  any  Iiquo,f 

%  ,v 

he  chofe  as  often  as  poffible.  The 
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thought  pieafed  him,  and  he  got  down 
bits  of  bread  moiftened  with  wine  with¬ 
out  much  difficulty,  whilft  I  ftaid,  and 
continued  fo  to  do  frequently  during  the 
day;  and  this  was  the  only  kind  of  nou- 
rilhment  he  got  down. 

He  had  naturally  a  lively,  penetrating 
eye  j  but  his  afpedt  varied  frequently  and 
remarkably  during  our  converfation.  His 
pulfe  was  generally  about  ninety,  and  ra¬ 
ther  hard,  but  changed  almoft  every 
minute,  both  in  frequency  and  bardnefs. 
His  fieffi  felt  moderate,  his  tongue  dry  $ 
he  made  very  little  urine,  and  complain¬ 
ed  much  of  the  contraction  of  the fcro - 
turn-,  the  emiffions  had  almoft  ceafed 
and  his  bowels  had  been  fufficiently 
emptied  the  preceding  morning. 

He  took  not  the  leaft  notice  of  his 
having  been  bit  to  me,  nor  did  he  appear 
to  have  recolledted  it  during  the  courfe 
of  his  illnefs. 

We  forbore,  on  this  account,  to  in¬ 
quire  after  the  ftate  of  the  wounded  part, 
or  to  fay  any  thing  that  might  lead  him 

to 
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to  fufpedt  his  prefent  complaints  arofe 
from  that  fatal  accident. 

To  gain  a  little  time  for  refledion  on 
a  cafe  fo  fudden  and  fo  dangerous,  and 
that  nothing  which  feemed  reafonable  to 
be  done  might  in  the  mean  time  be  omit¬ 
ted,  I  ordered  fix  ounces  of  blood  to  be 
taken  from  the  arm,  that  a  fcruple  of 
native  cinnabar,  and  half  a  fcruple  of 
inufk  made  into  a  bolus,  might  be  given 
every  four  hours,  and  that  as  much  nou¬ 
rishment,  fruit,  or  any  thing  he  chofe, 
might  be  got  down,  as  pofiible. 

The  family  were  apprifed  of  the  dan¬ 
gerous  fituation  he  was  in,  and  a  conful- 
tation  requefted  as  early  in  the  evening 
as  might  be  convenient.  Dr.  Watfon 
was  pitched  upon ;  we  met  at  five  in  the 
evening,  the  16th,  and  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account : 

He  had  taken  two  of  the  bolufes,  had 
got  down  feveral  bits  of  bread  moiitened 
with  wine,  fome  Strawberries,  a  few  bits 
of  pudding,  but  had  not  attempted  to 
drink  any  liquor.  We  requested  he 
would  then,  for  our  fatisfa&ion,  endea¬ 
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vour  to  fwallow  a  little  liquor ;  be  fed- 
dily  affented  j  it  was  brought  to  hinij 
he  threw  it  haftily  into  his  mouth,  and 
fwallowed  it  with  difficulty  and  extremb 
perturbation.  The  moment  the  liquor 
touch’d  th egu/a,  all  the  rftufeles  concern’d 
in  deglutition  appearing  to  be  conVulfed. 

He  repeated  to  Dr;  Watfon  very  in® 
telligibly  and  fully  the  account  which  h^ 
had  given  me  in  the  morning.  His 
countenance  was  pale,  and  he  feemed 
much  agitated  and  diftreffed,  complain¬ 
ed  of  extreme  thirft,  and  of  thU  impof- 
fibility  of  fwallowing  any  liquid.  His 
tongue  was  white,  but  did  not  appear 
dry.  He  was  perpetually  endeavouring 
with  great  efforts  to  bring  up  and  dif- 
charge  the  vifcid,  tenacious  phlegm 
which  lined  the  fauces. 

The  heat  of  his  fiefh  was  moderate  f 
but  his  pulfe  was  quick,  hard,  and  ir¬ 
regular  $  ftrong  palpitations  of  the  heart, 
which  he  made  us  feel  by  preffing  otir 
hands  to  the  part. 

He  was  perfectly  fenfible;  and  whefi 
hi$  endeavours  to  difeharge  the  vifcid 

phlegm 
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phlegm  would  allow  him  to  fpeak,  gaVfe 
us  pertinent  anfwers.  He  had  made 
but  little  urine  fince  the  morning,  the 
dragging,  as  he  called  it*  of  the fcrotum 
Hill  continued,  and  the  uneafy  fenfation 
and  emiffion; 

The  blood  which  was  taken  atvay  in 
the  morning  had  fome  flight  appearance 
of  inflammation;  the  crafiamentum  firm, 
with  flight  traces  of  flze  but  the  ferum 
remakably  yellow.  No  evacuation  by 
Hdol  to-day.  Upon  the  whole  it  was 
evident,  that  the  diforder  had  increafed 
fince  morning.  - 

Upon  maturely  confidering  this  very 
hazardous  Hate  of  things,  we  agreed 
upon  the  following  prccefs : 

To  procure  a  fiooi  or  two  by  means 
of  a  cl  y  fter. 

That  he  fhould  then  be  carried  to  the 
Warm  bath*  and  remain  in  it  fo  long, 
and  to  fuch  a  degree  of  heat  as  was  moil 
agreeable  to  himfelf. 

That  at  his  return  a  clyfter  fliould  be 
given  c>f  a  pint  of  milk  and  water*  and 

C  this 
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this  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  it  could  be 
conveniently  adminiftered. 

That  in  the  laft  of  thefe  clyfters  a 
drachm  of  Dover's  powder  fhould  be 
exhibited. 

That  two  drachms  of  ftrong  mercu¬ 
rial  undion  fhould  be  rubbed  by  himfelf 
on  his  legs  and  thighs  as  foon  as  he  re¬ 
turned  from  the  bath,  and  that  he  fhould 
endeavour  to  get  down  all  the  fuftenance 
he  could. 

We  faw  him  early  next  morning,  the 
17th,  when  we  received  the  following 
account : 

The  laxative  clyftef  had  produced  a 

proper  effed. 

The  warm  bath  relieved  him  greatly 
whilft  he  was  in  it,  fo  that  for  a  time, 
as  he  expreifed  it,  his  fufferings  were 
fufpended.  They  returned,  and  with 
more  violence,  during  the  night.  The 
clyfters  had  been  repeated  feveral  times, 
and  the  undion  applied. 

We  found  he  had  paffed  a  mo  ft  reftlefs 
night,  totally  without  fteep,  and  in 

much 
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much  agitation}  not  being  able  to  lie  ftiil 
a  moment. 

His  countenance  befpoke  much  dif- 
trefs,  though  accompanied  with  endea¬ 
vours  to  conceal  it  ;  fometimes  he  -was 
calm,  then  agitated,  talked  much,  but 
fenlibly.  He  had  now  a  copious  flow  of 
faliva  lefs  vifcid,  his  tongue  white  and 
moift,  but  foul.  His  pulfe  was  very 
quick,  fmall,  hard,  and  irregular,  his 
hands  rather  cold  than  hot.  He  had 
made  water  in  the  night  with  lefs  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  without  its  ufual  confequen- 
cesj  the  dragging  pain,  or  fpafmodic  af- 
fedtion  of  the  cremafter  was  gone  off. 
In  general,  his  ffrength  and  faculties 
feemed  lefs  impaired  than  might  have 
been  expedled,  where  fo  little  fuftenance 
had  been  taken  in,  conftant  reftleffnefs, 
and  no  deep. 

On  confidering  thefe  circumftances, 
and  obferving  there  was  a  more  copious 
flow  of  faliva,  the  tongue  more  moift, 

the  thirft  lefs,  the  fpafm  of  the  cremafter 
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Cone,  yet  that  his  difficulty  in  fwaliow- 
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lag  was  not  lefs,  ftill  no  deep,  but  his 
head  ftill  clear. 

That  his  pulfe  continued  hard  and 
quick,  that  there  was  fome  appearances 
of  an  inflammatory  denftty  yefterday, 
that  he  had  found  relief  from  the  bath, 
at  leaft,  a  temporary  fufpenfion.  We 
agreed. 

That  he  fhould  be  blooded  ftandingg 
according  as  his  ftrength  would  bear. 

That  he  fhould  be  conveyed  to  the 
warm  bath,  and  remain  in  it  as  long  as 
he  found  it  agreeable  to  himfelf. 

A  clyfter  of  milk  and  water  to  be 
thrown  up  at  his  return  from  the  bath, 
with  a  drachm  of  Dover's  powder,  and 

Half  an  ounce  of  mercurial  unftion 
to  be  rubbed  on  his  legs  and  thighs  as 
foon  after  as  might  be  done  convenient¬ 
ly- 

/ 

One  fcruple  of  thebaic .  exit.  was  or« 
dered  to  be  made  into  twenty  pills,  three 
of  thefe  to  be  given  when  he  came  out 
of  the  bath,  and  two  every  hour,  till  he 
feemed  difpofed  to  deep* 
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•  At  five  In  the  evening  we  vifited  him 
again,  when  he  received  us  with  the  ut- 
mod  tranfport  and  joy  ;  and  defcribing 
in  very  flrong  terms  the  pleafure  and  the 
benefit  he  received  from  the  warm  bath, 
and  the  hopes  he  now  conceived  of  a 
fpeedy  recovery. 

A  vad  quantity  of  vifcid  phlegm  was 
continually  flowing  into  his  mouth, 
which  he  was  as  condantly  employed  in 
difcharging;  for  it  feemed  to  have  the 
fame  effedt  upon  the  organs  of  deglutiti¬ 
on,  as  if  he  attempted  to  fwallow  any 
other  liquor,  and  gave  him  extreme  un- 
eannefs.  To  get  rid  of  this  defludion, 
the  moment  he  felt  it  in  the  fauces,  he 
exerted  a  fudden  and  vehement  expirati¬ 
on,  as  if  it  was  with  a  defign  to  blow 
away  the  moidure  fo  offenfive  to  him 
with  the  utmod  force  and  expedition. 
This  occafioned  a  found,  which  did  not 
feem  very  remote  from  the  hollow  bark¬ 
ing  of  a  dog. 

When  he  was  not  employed  in  thefe 
efforts,  he  was  talking  condantly  but 
coherently.  His  eyes  had  a  particular 

keen.nefs. 


keennefs,  and  ail  his  motions  were  quick, 
and  vehement.  His  pulfe  was  alfo  quick, 
hard,  fometimes  trembling  and  irregu¬ 
lar.  H  is  hands  were  rather  cold  and 
clammy,  but  the  general  heat  of  his 
body  not  intemperate. 

He  told  us  he  had  taken  a  great  deal 
of  nourifhment  during  the  day.  On  in¬ 
quiry,  we  found  it  amounted  to  no  more 
than  on  the  preceding ;  a  few  bits  of 
bread  moiftened  with  wine,  a  little  pud¬ 
ding,  two  or  three  pieces  of  china  or¬ 
ange,  which  pleafed  him  much.  He 
had  taken  none  of  the  pills. 

Previous  to  his  going  into  the  batb2 
he  defined  to  be  fhaved  $  it  was  readily 
affented  to,  but  proved  a  mere  trouble- 
fome  operation  than  he  was  aware  of. 
The  moment  the  lather  touched  his  face, 
he  fell  back  with  furprife ;  but  the  part 
being  once  wetted,  he  bore  the  repeti¬ 
tion  eafily ;  every  frefh  part  that  was  la¬ 
thered  gave  him  confiderable  emotion ; 
the  application  of  the  razor  had  in  a  de¬ 
gree  a  fimilar  effbdf  :  in  fliort,  every  new 
movement  about  him  gave  him  fome 

frefh 
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frefh  alarm,  fome  degree  of  agitation 
and  anxiety.  He  took  notice  of  this 
himfelf ;  but,  fays  he,  I  am  naturally 
hafty  and  choleric ;  and  when  I  am  got 
better  of  thefe  complaints,  I  hope  you 
will  affift  me  in  corredling  it. 

Whilft  he  was  in  the  bath,  the  perfon 
who  attended  him,  without  any  particu¬ 
lar  intention,  took  up  fome  of  the  warm 
water  in  his  hand,  and  poured  it  on  the 
patient’s  head  and  face:  this  confufed 
him  much  j  he  defcribed  to  us  the  dif- 
trefs  it  gave  him  at  the  time  very  em¬ 
phatically  ;  and  added,  with  much  ap¬ 
parent  fatisfadlion,  that  he  had  fo  far 
conquered  his  averfion  to  it,  that  he  had 
poured  water  on  himfelf  with  his  own 
hand  in  the  fame  manner. 

It  was  in  fpeaking  of  this  affair,  he 
mentioned  the  term  Hydrophobia ;  ob- 
ferving,  that  his  complaints  refembled 
it ;  yet  without  giving  us  any  reafon  to 
apprehend  he  had  the  leaf  idea  of  his 
actually  labouring  under  this  fatal  dif- 
temper. 


He 


He  had  not  flept  a  moment  from  the 
time  he  was  feized  with  the  dread  of 
liquids.  He  repeatedly  expreffed  the 
fatisfadlion  he  received  from  the  bath* 
and  wifhed  to  go  into  it  again.  We 
confented,  and  defired  that  he  might  be 
carried  thither  again,  and  to  flay  in  it  as 
long  as  he  chofe  it; 

Every  new  operation  now  became  ari 
extreme  difficulty  to  him;  dreffing,  un- 
dreffing  at  the  bath,  going  into  the  wa¬ 
ter,  which  he  now  did  with  much  in¬ 
treaty,  putting  one  foot  in,  and  haftily 
withdrawing  it.  He  was  at  length  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  go  into  it.  A  recollection 
of  the  eafe  he  had  enjoyed  in  it  before^ 
aided  by  a  manly  refolution  that  never  for- 
fook  him,  fubdued  his  fears,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  in  it  near  half  an  hour.  He  was 
brought  home  about  nine  o’clock.  He 
refufed  to  take  the  pills*  and  every  other 
medicine.  He  grew  fretful  and  reft- 
lefs,  foon  became  delirious*  but  offered 
no  violence.* 

After  remaining  in  this  condition  about 
two  hours,  the  powers  of  nature  funk* 

he 
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he  reclined  his  head  gently  on  the  pil¬ 
low,  and  expired  at  half  paft  twelve. 

Endeavours  were  ufed  to  obferve  the 
condition  of  the  part  that  was  bit,  when 
he  was  dreffing  after  bathing,  as  far  as 
could  be  done  without  alarming  him  ; 

o  * 
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but  ineffectually.  After  death  it  was 
examined  with  attention,  but  without 
perceiving  the  lead;  morbid  appearance. 

For  this  account  of  his  laft  hours, 
and  his  behaviour  at  the  bath,  I  am 
obliged  to  my  friend,  William  French, 
his  apothecary,  who  attended  him  with 
the  utmoft  conftancy  and  humanity. 

During  our  attendance,  we  learned 
that  this  accident  happened  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner : 


The  fervant  maid  having  occafion  to 
Wafh,  role  earlier  than  was  ufual ;  upon 
her  entering  the  waflh-houfe,  a  cat  at¬ 
tacked  her,  and  fixed  upon  her  leg.  Her 
fcreams  brought  her  mailer  to  her  affifi- 
ance  ;  he  aimed  a  blow  at  die  cat,  but 
milled  it  ;  the  cat  then  feized  his  leg, 

O' 

but  he  loon  difengaged  himfeli  from  her; 
a  chalrm  \v  gaffing  by  was  called  in,  who 
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Both  the  matter  and  maid  took  the 
Ormfkirk  medicine  as  fpeedily  as  poflible, 
and  obferved  the  directions  given  with 
it.  The  matter’s  leg  foon  healed,  and 
he  Teems  to  have  thought  no  more  of  it. 
Perhaps  fortunately  for  the  girl,  her  leg 
did  not  heal  ;  it  grew  worfe,  and  baffled 
the  fkill  of  a  young  furgeon  to  whom 
The  applied.  We  were  told  The  afterwards 
got  into  one  oT  the  city  hoTpitals,  oil 
this  account,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but 
ffie  is  mil  i  iving.  Our  endeavours  to 
find  her  out,  and  to  know  in  what  fitua- 
t'ion  The  is,  have  not  yet  been  TuccefsfuPk 

It  is  here  worth  obTerving,  that  two 
perfons  are  bit  by  a  mad  cat,  at  the 
fame  time ;  the  firft  who  was  bit,  and 
the  mcft  Teverely,  efcapes ;  the  Tecond 
loTes  his  liTe.  The  wounds  of  one 
healed  prefently,  the  other  become  a 
fore,  notwithffanding  endeavours  to  the 
contrary  Both  lifed  the  Tame  preven¬ 
tive  means. 

May  not  then  the  happy  efcape  of  the 
girl  be  owing  to  the  Tore  which  followed 

from 

*  f  Have  fmce  learned  that  her  leg  continued  long  in  a 
fore  ft  ate,  but  that  ihei&novv  perfect]/  weii,  Aug*  zcj,  1774. 
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from  the  bite  ?  It  feems  probable;  and 
affords  a  very  forcible  argument  for  en¬ 
larging  the  wounds  made  by  the  bite  of 
mad  animals,  and  promoting  a  difchargc 
from  them  as  long  as  poffible.  Perhaps 
this  is  tl?e  only  fure  prefervative  againft 
the  direful  effieds  of  this  malignant  ve¬ 
rt0111  we  are  yet  acquainted  with. 

It  is  with  fome  repugnance  we  point 
out  the  inefficacy  of  a  medicine,  which 
in  this  country  has  cflabiifhed  a  reputa¬ 
tion  oa  its  being  an  infallible  prefervative. 
Perhaps  it  has  had  its  ufe  in  being  fo  ef- 
teemea  by  the  generality ;  for  it  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  true,  that  many  perfons  have 
fuffered  almofi  as  much  as  they  could 
have  done  from  the  mod:  poifonous  bite, 
by  reprefenting  to  themfelves  the  miferies 
they  were  expofed  to.  A  medicine  that 
couid  powerfully  affuage  thefe  appreben- 
fions,  from  a  general  opinion  of  its  fa- 
lutary  effeds,  has  certainly  been  bene¬ 
ficial  to  many  ;  and  fo  have  a  multitude 
of  other  famed  prophyladicks. 

But  as  this  medicine,  which  has  fur- 
vived  the  reputation  of  many  others,  l.as 
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in  this  inftance  been  found  to  be  inef¬ 
fectual  ;  it  feems  to  be  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  apprize  the  public  of  the  fad, 
which,  as  far  as  one  evidence  can  extend 
to,  is  decifive.  The  fame  medicine, 
procured  by  an  unexceptionable  hand, 
(the,  apothecary,  who  urged  its  being 
given,  from  a  thorough  perfuafion  of  its 
affording  perfed  fecurity)  from  the  place 
authorifed  to  fell  it,  and  given  precifely 
according  to  the  prefcriber’s  diredions, 
to  two  perfons,  bit  by  the  fame  animal, 
and  at  the  fame  time :  the  perfon  firft 
bitten  efc-apes  *  the  fecond  dies  of  the 
Hyd  rophobia. 

Was  it  not  of  the  laft  confequence  to 
thofe  who  may  become  the  unhappy  ob-? 
jcds  of  fuch  applications,  to  be  inform¬ 
ed  that  even  this  medicine  had  failed  of 
fuccefs,  we  ihould  not  endeavour  to  be¬ 
reave  them  of  the  comfort  which  the 
unfortunate  might  derive  from  an  opini¬ 
on  that  it  was  infallible  but  when  there 
is  fuch  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  be¬ 
comes  neceffary,  for  the  public  benefit, 
to  endeavour  to  remove  prejudices  that 

xuay 
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may  be  fatal  to  the  real  fafety  of  indivi¬ 
duals. 

To  enquire  farther  into  the  merits  of 
this,  or  any  other  prefervative  againft 
the  poifonous  bite  of  mad  animals,  would 
take  up  too  much  room  in  your  col¬ 
lection.  This,  however,  would  be  no 
unprofitable  employment  for  a  perfon  of 
fuitable  leifure  and  abilities  ;  and  we  are 
not  lets  in  doubt  about  the  efficacy  of 
ail  thofe  remedies  which  have  been  urged 

o 

by  the  feveral  propofers,  as  extremely 
beneficial  in  the  cure  of  this  diftemper, 
even  in  its  laft  ftajes.  We  are  confident 
that  divers  have  been  mentioned,  as  be¬ 
ing  cured  of  the  effects  of  fuch  bites, 
v  ho  never  had  one  genuine  lymptom  of 
the  difcare  thence  aiifiog. 

At  the  me  time  that  we  fuggeft  opi¬ 
nions  which  may  tend  to  deftroy  that 
happy  confidence  which  has  prevented 
irmch  furrering  to  individuals,  and  whilfi: 
\ve  own  our  apprebenfions  that  none  of 
the  celebrated  medicines  hitherto  pro- 
poild  to  the  public  cm  fafely  be  confided 
in,  either  as  propbyla&icks  or  as  cura¬ 
tives. 
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fives,  we  would  earneflly  recommend 
one  means  of  prefervation,  which  not 
only  the  prefent  indance  before  us,  but 
extenfive  experience  fcem  to  edablifh 
upon  a  folid  foundation  ;  that  is,  alter 
having  waflied  the  part,  and  cleanfed 
the  furface  as  quickly  as  poflible  from 
the  poifon,  to  enlarge  the  wound  imme¬ 
diately  by  adtuai  cautery,  the  knife,  or 
any  other  fpeedy  and  effedtual  method  ; 
and  to  promote  the  difcharge  as  long  a$ 
is  poffible.  This  being  effedtually  done, 
affords  the  fureft  ground  for  a  proper 
confidence  and  fecurity  againft  future 
mifchief. 

Two  circumdances  we  take  the  liberty 

j 

to  fugged,  as  deferving  fome  attention.: 

The  fird  is,  in  cafe  of  a  bite  from  a 

* 

mad  animal,  to  recoiled!  what  part  was 
bit,  and  if  through  any,  through  what 
kind  of  covering.  A  bite  through  thick 
garments,  or  leather,  as  the  teeth  of  the 
animal  would  probably  be  wiped  quite 
clean  from  the  venom,  ought  to  give 
Ids  uneafinefs  than  when  it  happens  to 
the  naked  fkin. 

Se« 
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Second,  Not  to  kill  the  animals,  if  ft 
can  be  avoided,  till  it  is  part  a  doubt  they 
were  mad.  On  both  thefe  circumftances 
may  depend  confiderable  fatisfa&ion  to 
the  perfon  bit ;  and  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  add,  that  there  is  abundant 
reafon  to  fufpedl  that  very  few  of  thole 
who  are  bit  by  mad  animals  are  liable 
to  be  afredted  by  the  hydrophobia ,  or 
other  fatal  effedls  of  the  bite.  This, 
however,  is  not  intended  to  abate  the 
care  that  is  due  on  thefe  occafioris,  but 
as  a  proper  antidote  to  that  defpondency 
which  is  often  the  confequence  of  this 
accident. 

In  refpedt  to  our  condudt  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  it  is  fubmitted  to  your  cenfure. 
We  acknowledge  we  defpaired  of  our 
patient’s  recovery.  If  we  kept  partly  in 
the  track  our  predecefibrs  had  recom¬ 
mended,  as  circumftances  admitted,  fa 
tar  we  were  juftified  :  but  we  went  fur¬ 
ther,  we  purftied  fuch  means  as  we 
thought  moft  likely  to  have  one  of  thefe 
deihvble  effi  ft? ;  to  keep  up  the  forces 
of  life,  by  conveying  into  the  habit  every 

kind 
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kind  of  nourilhment  by  the  pafiages  left 
open,  viz.  the  bowels  and  the  fkin,  and 
thereby  enabling  Nature  to  fupport  the 
conteft  longer ;  or  elfe,  to  calm  and  re¬ 
lax,  and  render  the  conflidt  at  lift  lefs 
terrible  to  the  affilfants,  and  lefs  painful 
to  the  iufferer. 

We  thought  ourfelves  juftified,  from 
confidering  the  Hate  of  the  pulfe,  and 
other  circumftances,  to  take  away  fume 
blood,  and  repeatedly.  That  we  might 
not  reduce  the  ftrength  beyond  what  ap¬ 
peared  necefiary,  we  chofe  to  order  it  to 
be  taken  from  the  Patient  ftanding  ;  be- 
caufe,  we  were  fatisfied,  he  could  not 
lofe  fo  much  blood  in  that  fituation  as 
would  be  detrimental  without  faintino-. 
much  fooner  than  he  would  have  done  in 
a  fitting  or  decumbent  pofture. 
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Additional  Directions  for  the  treatment  of 
perfons  hit  by  mad  animals . 

i  ft.  Prevent  the  animal  fuppofed  to  be 
mad  from  being  killed,  if  poffible,  till 
it  is  paft  a  doubt  that  by  refufing  fufte- 
nance  in  any  form,  and  other  circum- 
fiances,  ufually  accompanying  this  ftate, 
it  is  evident  the  creature  is  mad.  Let 
ail  poffible  care,  however,  be  taken, 
in  the  meantime,  that  he  be  confined 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  injure  no  other 
animal.  This  attention,  though  it  does 
not  contribute  to  the  cure,  it  may  to  the 
comfort  of  the  patient. 

2d,  Ohferve  whether  the  wound  is 
made  through  any  covering  and  of  what 
kind;  as  much  fatisfadlion  may  be  afford¬ 
ed  to  the  patient  if  the  wound  was  made 
through  thick  cloathing  or  leather. 

3d,  Remove  the  Havered  cloths  as 
foon  as  poffible,  and  wafh  the  wounded 
or  bruifed  parts  with  water;  in  which 
if  a  little  fait  is  diffolved,  it  can  do 
no  harm. 

4th,  Confider  in  v/hat  manner  the 
wounded  part  may  be  treated,  fo  as  to 

E  keen 
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keep  it  difcharging  as  long  as  poflible. 
If  in  a  flelhy  part,  and  the  patient  will 
fubmit  to  it,  excifion  of  the  wounded 
part  is  the  heft  fecurity  from  danger. 

Where  this  operation  cannot  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  the  a&ual  Cautery,  the  Lunar 
Cauftic,  a  Veficatory  may  be  applied 
with  advantage,  according  as  the  part, 
the  age  of  the  patient,  and  the  fituation 
may  diredt.  In  every  cafe  let  the  wound 
be  kept  open  as  long  as  it  can  be  done 
conveniently.  A  fmall  quantity  of  gun¬ 
powder,  a  little  moiftened,  fpread  upon 
the  part,  if  only  fcratched  by  the  teeth 
of  the  animal,  or  put  into  the  wound,  if 
large  enough  to  receive  but  a  little, 
and  then  kindled  with  a  lighted  paper, 
will,  perhaps,  as  fuddenly,  as  eafily,  yet 
fafely  enlarge  the  wound,  as  can  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  any  other  means,  and  occafion 
fuch  a  kind  of  wound  as  will  not  in- 
ftantly  be  clofed. 

The  choice  of  thefe  feveral  methods 
mud  he  left  to  the  operator.  Wounds 
in  the  hands,  feet,  or  face  will  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  injured  parts  being  cut  out 

fo 
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fo  fafely,  as  might  be  done  on  the 
mufcular  parts  of  the  arms  and  legs. 

The  time,  likewife,  of  keeping  the 
wounds  open  muft  in  fome  refpeCt  de¬ 
pend  on  their  fituation.  To  keep  open  a 
running  fore  for  a  long  time  on  the  face 
and  hands  would  be  difficult,  and  pro¬ 
ductive  of  various  inconveniencies. 

Of  all  the  prophylactics  yet  offered  to 
tne  public,  experience  has  proved  there  is 
not  one  to  be  depended  on ;  it  may, 
perhaps,  he  worth  while  to  coniider  in 
this  piace  the  means  of  prevention  prin¬ 
cipally  in  vogue. 

When  a  perfon  is  bit  by  a  mad  animal, 
the  fir  ft  thing  ufually  thought  of  is.  Sea 
Bathing,  d  ne  party  is  lent  to  fome 
bathing- place,  where  there  are  com¬ 
monly  perfons  employed  in  this  bufi- 
nefs,  who,  by  keeping  the  patient  long 
under  water,  and  dipping  him  repeatedly, 
reduce  him  almoft  to  a  hate  of  fuffocati- 
on.  Some  of  the  fait  water  gets  into  the 
Trachea ;  more  into  the  homach,  and 
proves  lometsmes  a  brifk  purgative.  Here 
the  procefs  ends,  and  the  patient  is 

^  2  deemed 
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deemed  to  be  fecure  from  any  future 
accidents  on  account  of  the  bite. 

The  reader  will  have  obferved  in  the 
preceding  cafe,  that  the  whole  of  this 
procefs  is  founded  on  miftake,  and  it 
is  certain  .that  divers  who  have  under¬ 
gone  the  utmoft  fe verity  of  this  difcipline 
have  died  of  the  Hydrophobia. 

The  Pulvis  Antilyffus  of  Dr.  Mead 
has  had  no  better  fuccefs,  and  is  now 
almofh  wholly  forgot. 

No  medicine,  as  a  preventative,  feems 
to  have  maintained  its  credit  fo  long  as 
that  called  the  Ormfkirk  remedy.  It  is 
called  fo  from  the  name  of  a  town  in 
Lancashire,  near  which  the  gentleman 
lived  in  whofe  family  the  fecret  has  been 
long  preferved,  and  from  thence  diftri- 
buted  with  fuch  apparent  fuccefs,  as 
to  be  generally  deemed  infallible  for  pre¬ 
venting  the  Canine  Madnefs.  I  am 
lorry  there  are  more  inftances  to  the 
contrary,  than  that  which  is  related  in 
the  preceding  account. 

The  Tonquin  medicine,  compofed  of 
Mufk  and  Cinnabar,  has  been  equally 
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unfuccefsful.  All  thefe  different  medi¬ 
cines  have  been  employed,  by  practi¬ 
tioners,  and  all  of  them  have  failed. 

Dr.  James,  who  had  great  credit 
amongft  fportfmen,  and  great  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  obfervation,  thought  Turbith 
emetics  and  mercurials  certain  antidotes ; 
but  thefe,  likewife,  have  had  the  fame 
fate  with  others  they  have  been  neg¬ 
lected,  not  becaufe  their  promoters  were 
no  more,  but  becaufe  they  were  found 
to  be  inefficient. 

His  practice,  however,  and  fome 
other  publications,  turned  the  attention 
of  phylicians  to  mercurials,  and  they 
have  of  late  been  coniidered  as  the 
moft  certain  antidotes  to  the  Canine 
Madnefs.  We  gave  them  a  fhort,  tho* 
ineffectual  trial.  Others  have  been 
more  bold,  but  not  more  fuccefsful. 
There  is  too  much  reafon  to  diftruft 
their  efficacy  in  preventing  or  curing  the 
Hydrophobia. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  difcourage- 
ments,  there  is  one  thing  which  ought 
to  afford  the  fufferers  fome  confoia- 
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tion  ;  which  is,  that  it  appears  very 
evident,  that  if  no  means  of  prevention 
were  uled,  many  of  thofe  who  are  bit 
by  mad  animals,  would  never  be  liable 
to  the  fatal  confequences  of  Canine 
Madnefs. 

(in  the  other  hand  it  is  more  than 
probable,  from  divers  accounts,  which 
have  been  published,  that  perfons  of  ti¬ 
mid  and  anxious  difbolitions,  who  have 
been  bit  by  lome  animal,  even  without 
any  proor  of  its  being  mad,  have  ima¬ 
gined  themfelves  arfeded  with  every 
lymptom  of  canine  madnefs  they  have 
heard  of,  defcribed  their  complaints  as 
fiich,  were  treated  accordingly,  and  cured 
cl  a  difeafe  that  had  no  real  exiftence. 

it  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
moment  to  the  practitioner,  as  well  as 
to  the  patient,  to  have  all  thefe  circum- 
dances  in  contemplation,  and  whilft  the 
former  is  negleding  no  means  which  ei¬ 
ther  the  experience  of  others,  or  his  own 
judgment,  have  induced  him  to  think 
are  conducive  to  fecurity,  the  patient 
incuid  be  confirmed,  by  every  juft  and 
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reafonable  argument,  in  an  opinion  of 
their  efficacy. 

After  taking  this  (liort  view  of  the 
means  recommended  to  us  as  preferva- 
tives  again  ft  the  fatal  effeds  of  this  poi~ 
fonous  bite,  and  have  feen  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  conclude  them  ineffectual,  it  is  with 
regret  I  acknowledge  myfelf  unacquainted 
with  any  method  of  treating  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia  more  fuccefsfully,  or  even  of 
Idlening  the  diflrefs  with  which  it  is 
accompanied  farther  than  has  been  alrea¬ 
dy  propofed. 

The  firft  fymptom  of  the  Hydropho¬ 
bia,  which  is  a  dread  of  all  liquids,  cuts 
off  in  an  inftant  a  great  part  of  the 
means  of  relief  by  internal  means.  It  is 
with  great  difficulty  that  medicines  of 
any  kind,  or  in  any  form,  after  a  day  or 
two  have  elapfed,  can  be  got  down. 

The  cafe  which  Dr.  Wat  fon  and  my¬ 
felf  attended,  concluded  like  all  the  in¬ 
stances  of  the  genuine  Hydrophobia  on 
record  fatally.  Had  we  the  lame  ground 
to  go  over  again,  for  my  own  part,  I 
confefs  I  know  not  of  a  more  reafonable 
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plan.  I  would  not,  however,  difcourage 
others,  from  purfuing  their  own  ideas : 
Some  fortunate  event  may,  at  length, 
make  us  better  acquainted  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  poifon,  and  point  out  a  fpe- 
cific  remedy. 

Should  another  accident  of  the  like 
nature  occur,  until  we  are  direded  to  a 
more  rational  and  fuccefsful  method,  I 
fhould  ftill  be  inclined  to  purfue  a  plan 
fimilar  to  that  which  we  laid  down  in 
our  treatment  of  the  cafe  before  defcrib- 
ed.  Its  bafis  was,  to  prevent  the  lofs 
of  ftrength  as  much  as  poffible,  in  order 
to  gain  time,  and  afford  the  belt  chance 
of  relieving  the  patient.  In  this  difeafe 
we  are  early  precluded  from  the  ufual 
means  of  effecting  this  purpofe,  as  the 
patient  foon  finds  himfelf  incapable  of 
fwaliowing  any  kind  of  nutriment  in  a 
proper  quantity,  as  hath  been  already 
mentioned. 

Two  methods,  however,  ftill  remain 
of  ainfting  the  patient,  though  imper- 
fedly.  Firft,  by  clyfters.  By  this  means 
a  large  quantity  of  aliment  may  be  fup- 
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phed.  Broth,  milk,  eggs,  in  various 
fhapes,  may  be  exhibited  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities,  that  they  may  be  retained,  whilft 
larger  promote  their  own  rejection. 

Secondly,  by  baths.  It  is  probable 
that  by  this  method  large  fupplies  of 
fluids  may  be  introduced  into  the  habit, 
by  means  of  the  abforbent  vefiels,  placed 
on  the  furface  of  the  body  every  where. 

Whether  any  ufeful  additions  can  be 
made  to  warm  water  can  be  determined 
only  by  experience.  Perhaps  broth,  mode¬ 
rately  falted,  with  the  addition  of  aromatic 
herbs,  might  be  ufed  alternately,  with 
warm  water,  to  which  may  be  added  a 
handful  or  two  of  that  compofition  fold 
by  the  perfumers  under  the  name  of  Pot 
Pourric,  and  a  proportion  of  Bay  Salt, 
fufficient  to  make  it  nearly  equal  to  fait 
water,  or  about  twelve  ounces  to  every 
four  gallons. 

Whatever  bath  is  made  choice  of,  the 
patient  fhould  continue  in  it  as  long  as 
it  is  eafy  to  him,  and  in  a  degree  of  heat 
that  he  bears  with  pleafure,  perhaps* 
from  80  to  86  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s 
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Thermometer.  The  patient  may  be 
wiped  dry,  put  into  a.  warm  bed,  a 
clyfter  given  of  half  a  pint  of  broth, 
with  a  raw  egg  beat  up  in  it ;  and  both 
this  and  bathing  be  moft  induftrioufly 
repeated. 

From  the  trials  made  with  opium, 
it  does  not  appear,  that  this  drug  has  had 
any  beneficial  effects.  It  is  difficult  to 
get  it  down  in  any  quantity  at  the  time 
we  moft  want  it,  in  any  fhape.  By 
clyfters  it  may  be  given,  had  we  any 
reafon  to  conclude  it  would  be  beneficial. 
In  regard  to  its  external  application  I  am 
perfuaded  from  experiments,  that  if  the 
fldn  is  whole,  opium  never  produces  any 
foporific  effedts. 

Applied  as  a  plaifter,  or  a  cataplafm, 
it  will  produce  the  fame  effedt  as  any  fi-. 
milar  plaftick,  femirefinous  fubftance, 
and  no  more.  In  tindture,  it  will  adt  as, 
fpirit  would  adt,  impregnated  with  fuch 
a  kind  of  fubftanqe,  void  of  all  anodyne 
quality,  and  in  no  other  way.  Half  an 
ounce  of  opium  foftened  into,  the  form 
of  a  puitice  and  applied  to  thq  belly  of  a 
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healthy  new-born  infant  did  not  pro-* 
duce  the  leaft  anodyne  efFeCt.  The 
like  trial  has  been  made  with  Mithridate, 
Venice  Treacle*  and  Laudanum*  and  with 
the  like  refult.  In  a  difeafe  fa  iwift  in 
its  progrefs,  it  is  of  confequence  to  know 
what  will  not  be  efficacious.  It  compels 
us  to  look  around  for  other  auxiliaries,, 
If  mercurials  can  be  of  ufe,  it  would 
feem  that  the  fleam  of  Cinnabar  would 
be  worth  a  trial.  By  this  means  it  would 
be  practicable  to  impregnate  the  air 
in  which  the  patient  breathes,  fhould  he 
be  incapable  of  admitting  the  fume  in 
the  ufual  mode,  into  the  Fauces,  fo  as  to 
produce  the  effeCts  of  Mercury  on  the 
parts  affeCted  the  moft  fpeedily. 

When  the  patient  comes  out  of  the 
warm  bath,  the  mercurial  ointment  may 
be  applied  liberally.  I  am  afraid  it  will 
be  found  as  ineffectual  as  the  other  means 
hitherto  made  ufe  of;  but  in  cafes  like 
this,  it  is  better  to  try  a  medicine  of 
whofe  efficacy  there  may  be  fome  doubt, 
than  none  at  all, 
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In  relped  to  bleeding,  I  have  only  one 
thing  to  obferve.  If  the  patient  is  bled 
Handing,  till  he  (hews  a  difpofition  to 
faint,  it  may  be  done  without  hazard ; 
it  may  abate  a  little  of  that  inflammatory 
difpofition,  which  is  the  confequence 
of  continued  irritation. 

It  would,  perhaps,  at  length  contri¬ 
bute  to  remove  this  uncertainty,  if 
thofe  who  are  applied  to  on  thefe  in- 
terefting  emergencies,  would  conlider 
themfelves  as  obliged  by  the  honour  of 
their  profeflion  and  the  ties  of  humanity 
to  note  with  all  pofiible  precifion  and  im¬ 
partiality  every  incident  in  the  progrefs 
of  this  difeafe ;  and  whether  they  purfue 
the  hints  here  fuggefted,  or  take  up 
more  rational  ones  from  their  own  ftore, 
would  communicate  the  refult  to  the 
public.  By  this  method  the  field  of 
conjeftur'e  would  be  contracted,  and  our 
fuecefibrs  directed  to  new  objeCts  of 
inveftigation.  The  refult  would  be  not 
lefs  honourable  to  thofe  who  engage  in 
the  fearch,  than  beneficial  to  mankind  in 
general. 
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